
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Price will give an overview of some of the outstanding papers from 

the 20th International Conference for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering, held in Seoul in September 2017 

 

Peter Day delivered an excellent 2017 Terzaghi Oration deliberating on the 

difficulty over transfer of information between research and practice in 

geotechnical engineering, and a gap developing between the two. He saw 

the issue as stemming from the global explosion in the number of technical 

publications, making it impossible for professionals to assimilate it.  As a result 

research is too slow in finding its way into practice, and the state of practice is 

lagging further and further behind the state of the art, particularly in 

developing countries.  He argues that in order to counteract this trend the 

profession needs to shift its focus from the creation of knowledge to facilitating 

its implementation, recognising that the benefit of geotechnical research can 

only be realised when it is applied in practice. 

 

Another outstanding presentation was that given by John Bray in his Ishihara 

Lecture, in which he outlined his proposal for estimating liquefaction-induced 

building settlement.  State-of-the-art practice still largely involves empirical 

procedures developed to calculate post-liquefaction, one-dimensional, 

reconsolidation settlement in the free-field away from buildings, and neglects 

the importance of other mechanisms that contribute to building settlement. 

These analyses cannot possibly capture shear-induced deformations in the soil 

beneath shallow foundations, and John’s paper outlines a procedure for 

making more rational estimates of settlement. 

 

Charlie will also give a brief outline of the paper 

he and Mike Stannard co-authored for the 

conference on the development of the 

NZGS/MBIE Earthquake Geotechnical 

Engineering Guidelines.  The paper was 

developed into a poster for the conference, 

and this will be displayed at the meeting.  

 

Charlie is the Geotechnical Practice Leader at 

Stantec New Zealand, based in Christchurch. 

He is a fellow of Engineering New Zealand, and 

a chartered engineer in the UK.  He has been 

on the NZGS Management Committee since 

2010, and is currently the Immediate Past Chair. 
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