
NZGS Committee Meeting 11th June 2013

 The Committee would like to extend their thanks to Ann Williams and Geoff Farquhar for
recent efforts to get the PEngGeol registration procedure live. As at mid-June 40 people
were already registered.

 The Committee also wish to thank everyone who assisted with the ISSMGE Outstanding
Member Society award nomination and subsequent success in winning the award.
Outstanding effort!

 19th NZGS Symposium, 120 papers were accepted, review and editing is underway, early bird
registrations close end August 2013. The 2013 Student Poster Award will be displayed and
awarded at the Symposium.

 Preparations are being made for the next joint symposium with the AGS in 2015, which will
be held in Wellington.  The NZGS is also actively supporting the 6th International Conference
of Earthquake Engineering (6 ICEGE) set for Christchurch in September 2015.

 C Y Chin provided an update on Module 3 of the Seismic Design Guidelines – Retaining Walls;
an interim first draft is being prepared following extensive research.  Kevin Anderson
provided an update on Modules 1 (Liquefaction) and 2 (Foundation Design).  Of note,
workshops to assist with  Module 2 development are being planned.

 IPENZ have indicated that the CPEng Act allows for classes of CPEng.  Committee agreed to
consult with members.

 Please send ‘audacious’ ideas to help celebrate the IPENZ Centenary next year, 2014, to
Amanda.

 IPENZ are going to review their code of ethics, including structure, obligations and disclosure
– it has been 10 years since last undertaken. Please note that our rules bind all members to
follow the IPENZ code of ethics.

 Committee discussed the IPENZ complaints procedure and agreed that even if inconvenient,
a complaint needed to be followed through.

 The IPENZ chaired MBIE initiated governance group, the Engineering Reference Group (ERG)
is working on relevant building sector policy following the 189 recommendations from the
Royal Commission – 177 are being led by MBIE. Gavin Alexander is representing the NZGS
on the ERG.

 ERG/MBIE has a huge package of work ahead and are endeavouring to make it a 2-way
process using Societies and their members to communicate progress.

 Greg Preston, from the University of Canterbury Quake Centre, addressed the Committee,
describing the UCQC goals, and vision to seek secondments from industry to achieve



research outputs.  There may be an opportunity for NZGS to partner on select projects,
possibly the production of NZGS guidelines.

 NZSEE is reviewing their existing Guidance for Earthquake Prone Buildings, and Nick
Harwood is the NZGS representative. There are two issues of concern – the guidance
required updating in light of the EQ sequence in Canterbury; and the existing document isn’t
being implemented properly in all cases.  The NZGS role is potentially small, but technical.

 Nick Harwood has agreed to lead a review of the NZGS website.
 Kevin Anderson and Tony Fairclough volunteered to contribute to the SESOC Soils Software

update.
 NZGS now needs to promote the PEngGeol registration to the wider audience – local and

regional authorities, government departments, NZTA, etc; as well as continuing to promote
to members.

 Reminder, NZGS now has its own Group on LinkedIn.  Members are encouraged to join this
and make use of it.

 The NZGS Chair, Gavin Alexander, is to attend the awards ceremony in Paris, September, to
accept on behalf of the Society and its members, the inaugural ISSMGE Outstanding
Member Society Award.  Yes, it’s hard at the top! Bon voyage Gavin!

 Amanda to attend an IPENZ archival meeting in July.  Not in Paris.
 Next NZGS Committee meeting, 17th September 2013, Wellington.


